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that it should precede a course in general sociology. It would 
seem to the reviewer, however, that beginning students should be 
put upon more tangible and concrete problems than those afforded 
by suggestion and imitation, custom and convention. 

Charles A. Ellwood. 
University of Missouri. 



Natives of Australia. By Northcote W. Thomas. (London: 
Archibald Constable and Company, 1906. Pp. xii, 256.) 

Kinship Organizations and Group Marriage in Australia. By 
Northcote W Thomas. (Cambridge: University Press, 1906. 
Pp. xiii, 163.) 

The first of these volumes is a non-technical account of the Aus- 
tralian aborigines, and is the first of The Native Races of the British 
Empire series, of which Mr. Thomas is editor. It gives an outline 
of the linguistic, industrial, social and religious characteristics of 
the natives, is amply illustrated, and has a map showing the dis- 
tribution of the tribes. In his Kinship Organizations Mr. Thomas 
goes into a more critical discussion of the present aspects of the 
problems of Australian social organization. He combats Morgan's 
theory of original promiscuity out of which group marriage was 
developed. He likewise takes issue with Spencer and Gillen, and 
Howitt with reference to assigning a literal meaning to the terms 
of relationship in use at the present time. Both as a summary of 
the evidence on the questions in dispute and for its original con- 
tribution to their discussion the book is one of value. 

U. G. W. 



Essays in Municipal Administration. By John A. Fairlie. (New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1908. Pp. vii, 374. $2.50 
net.) 

Dr. Fairlie is always interesting and instructive when he 
writes on municipal topics; but the present volume is not up to 
his earlier ones either in interest or value. Very likely this is 



